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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 136971 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO, ETEL, MARR 

SUBJECT: INTEROPERABILITY OF TACTICAL AREA COMMUNICATIONS 
D 

REFS: A) USNATO 4954; B) STATE 122939 

1 . AS WE POINTED OUT IN REF B, OUR REP TO JUNE 28-30 
MEETING OF TSGCEE WILL EXPAND ON HOW WE THINK THE SECDEF 
INITIATIVE MIGHT BEST BE EXPLORED. IF YOU BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL, OUR REP CAN ALSO DISCUSS ISSUE WITH NADREPS 
WHILE HE IS IN BRUSSELS. 

2. FROM REF A, IT APPEARS THAT SOME OF THE NADREPS HAVE 
A MISTAKEN IMPRESSION OF THE INTENT OF SECDEF INITIATIVE. 

AT DPC MINISTERIAL, THE SECRETARY SAID NOTHING ABOUT 
STOPPING THE TRI-TAC OR ANY OTHER NATIONAL PROGRAM 
(OPTION C & D OF WORKING GROUP 1 TACTICAL COMMUNICA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TIONS - OF AD HOC COMMITTEE ON EQUIPMENT INTEROPERABILITY). 

TO ACCELERATE COMMONALITY/INTEROPERABILITY OF TACTICAL 
AREA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS. HIS SUGGESTION IS THAT 
NATIONS, INCLUDING U.S., CONSIDER REDIRECTING CURRENT AND 
PLANNED PROGRAMS TO MEET NATO/EUROCOM STANDARDS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS USING COMMON FUNDING AND COMMON MANAGEMENT. 
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3. SINCE THIS INITIATIVE COMMENDS ITSELF TO OUR ALLIES 
(IT WAS SUPPORTED BY MINISTERS), WE INTEND TO 

SIT DOWN WITH OUR ALLIES AND DETERMINE AS A MATTER OF 
URGENCY, HOW THE INITIATIVE CAN BE IMPLEMENTED. 

4. IF,AFTER OUR VIEWS ARE PRESENTED TO TSGCEE.NEED FOR 
HIGHER LEVEL PROD SEEMS INDICATED, WE BELIEVE IT WILL 

BE WORTHWHILE TO HOLD HIGH LEVEL BILATERAL AND PERHAPS 
QUADRILATERAL MEETINGS (AS PROPOSED BY LABERGE) TO INSURE 
THAT REPS TO THE GROUP CONSIDERING SECDEF INITIATIVE 
WILL HAVE APPROPRIATE GUIDANCE. 

VANCE 
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